
                                                          
                     WARRINGTON NATURE CONSERVATION FORUM -  AGM 
     FIDDLERS FERRY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE CENTRE – November 23rd 2019 
 
Present:    Geoff Settle (GS) – Chair 
                   Roger Lamming (RL) – Secretary 
                   Brian Martin (BM) – Treasurer 
                   Rob Smith (RS) 
                   Paul Speake (PS) 
                   Les Jones (LJ) 
                   David Nowell (DN) 
                   Brian Touhey (BT) – Guest Speaker 
  
Apologies: Eric Fletcher 
                    Tony Parker 
                    Ian Greaves 
                    Jane Cullen 
 

1. Welcome and introduction 
 GS welcomed everyone and introduced Brian Touhey our guest speaker to the meeting 
and agreed to adjust the order of agenda items to allow RL to follow BT who wished to 
hear the second presentation. 
 

2. Guest Speaker Presentation 
BT introduced his talk Rural Risley to Bustling Birchwood as an illustrated account of the 
origins of the area, from rural life to its development including Risley Moss, World War 
2, the post war years through to the creation of the Warrington New Town.  Using a 
series of old photographs, sketches and maps he gave an account of how the land had 
developed, the location of the churches and farms and how peat cutting became 
established. During the war ROF Risley  was established as a filling site with materials 
supplied for other RoF establishments preparing the chemicals and hardware. Of 
particular interest was the design and construction of bunkers used to store the 
armaments. This generated considerable interest from members questioning how some 
had not been retained as a museum or for alternative use. BT showed a photo where 
one bunker in Wetherby, North Yorkshire had been developed as a retail outlet. 
Following WW2, the  site was first occupied by the Universities Research Reactor 
forming the foundations to the development of the nuclear industry which dominated 
the area. His talk concluded with a section of how Risley featured in the development of 
the Warrington New Town and how it was a model of how the infrastructure was laid 
prior to building commencing in stark contrast often today. 
 
GS thanked BT for a most interesting presentation. 
 
                                    There was then a short coffee break 



 
3. Aerial Photography Presentation 

 
RL then gave a presentation entitled Life in the skies  - Croft, Warrington, the North West 
and Beyond. This was a compilation of aerial photographs taken from a microlight on a 
number of flights around the North West and North East of England. It included local 
wildlife sites principally in and around the Warrington area but extended into Greater 
Manchester, Cheshire and Lancashire concluding with a flight over the Pennines, 
Yorkshire  and along the Humber Estuary and Lincolnshire Coast.  
 
BM requested the photo of the Woolston Eyes viewed from the west. ACTION RL  (Since 
actioned). 
 

4. Chair’s Report 
GS focused on administrative matters outlining that the web site is now the central 
depository for all documents. 
 

5. Secretary’s report 
RL raised yet again the poor attendance at the AGM in contrast to the number of hits on 
facebook showing that interest remains in the activities of the Forum. There was then a 
short discussion on how to regenerate attendance without any conclusions drawn. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
BM reported that the account now stood at £896-54 
 

7. Election of Officers 
RL has now stood down as Secretary but will continue as a committee member. GS 
thanked him for his services and for agreeing to remain on the committee. PS agreed to 
step into the role and was thanked by GS. All other committee members present agreed 
to carry on. 
 

8. AOB 
RS presented his draft of the A4 WNCF leaflet covering illustrated aspects of our work 
and all agreed that this was an excellent representation of our aims and activities. This 
will prove beneficial when attending events in our attempt to raise our profile, gain 
support and hopefully increase membership. The next step is to arrange printing and 
options will be examined – ACTION All 
 
Some members are reporting issues concerning habitats on land that has become 
derelict but with wildlife potential, assuming the local authority has the power and 
responsibility to act. However, this is that of the land owner who can chose to act or 
otherwise. Woodstock Gardens in Appleton was cited as an example. 
 

9. Dates of next meetings. 



To be proposed by PS. ACTION PS 
 
 

Committee meetings:  Tuesday 25 February 
Tuesday  19 May 
Tuesday  25 August 
AGM Sat  5 December 

 Venue to be confirmed possible committee at Grapenhall Library 7pm and AGM to be 
confirmed 

 
 
Minutes taken by RL.               


