
                WARRINGTON NATURE CONSERVATION FORUM 

                          ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

                                2nd DECEMBER 2017 

 

                            MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Present:  Rob Smith, Anne Lamming, Roger Lamming, Phil Brighton, Jane Cullen, 

                Paul Cassidy, Tony Parker, Geoff Settle, Paul Speake, David Nowell,  

                Les Jones, Brian Martin. 

 

Apologies:  Andy Pearson, Eric Fletcher 

 

1. Welcome:  

 

Geoff Settle welcomed everyone and invited Jenny Griggs to start the meeting with 

her presentation. 

 

2. Presentation: 

 

Jenny outlined her role as Community Engagement Officer and proceeded to outline 

the scope of the Carbon Landscape project and how it was engaging with 

communities. It is a flagship project driven by the Manchester Wetlands Nature 

Improvement Area on the landscape impacted by the coal industry, peat extraction 

and associated industries  and wildlife sites. Recognising that wildlife is under threat, 

43 sites have been identified with the aim of restoring or improving derelict landscape 

via improved access in order to re-connect people. A principal aim is to create a 26 

mile spinal trail connecting the Wigan and Warrington railway stations and provide 

connections from the trail to derelict sites where a number of restoration projects are 

proposed. Heritage Lottery Funds will help develop and improve some sites already 

identified at Hey Brook, Pestfurlong Moss, Risley Moss, Rixton Clay Pits, Woolston 

Eyes and Paddington Meadows. Creative opportunities are being attempted to engage 

people using sports events, friends groups, encouraging volunteering, identifying 

landscape champions and engaging trainees with the aim of getting them into 

employment. 

 

3.Minutes of Meeting Dec.3rd 2016 

 

Accepted as a true record of events. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 

All matters had been dealt with. 

 

5.  Chairs  and Secretary's Joint Report 

 

Geoff Settle and Roger Lamming gave an account of the years events and our success 

in promoting the WNCF via articles published in the Warrington Guardian. Other 

articles have been prepared and will be released in the hope that the paper continues 



to publish. A particular success was the display at Birchwood Mall with a lot of 

interest shown and new members recruited. 

 

The Local Plan has generated considerable interest and concern with a number of our 

Local Wildlife Sites under threat. Geoff has produced a comprehensive response to 

Warrington Borough Council which was also aimed at supporting local communities 

when raising wildlife issues in their representations. Many people cite wildlife and 

conservation issues in their reports but as amateurs their reports often lack credibility 

without the backing of recognised wildlife organisations or professionals  

It is therefore planned to prepare a document to guide communities on how to engage 

our support and to this aim the WNCF will commence a programme of  surveys of 

affected sites starting with that at Croft (Croft Grasslands). 

 

Geoff also outlined his detailed response to the Western Link project and the adverse 

impact on the communities. 

 

6. Treasurer's Report 

 

Brian Martin reported that the account stood at £950. Claims for costs associated with 

the display materials are still outstanding. Assisted funding for the installation of swift 

boxes at St. Elphins Church is no longer required as CAWOS have agreed to fund in 

full. Re-imbursement of costs for the web site to Paul Speake was endorsed. 

 

7. Election of committee members 

 

All committee members agreed to continue in their present roles. 

 

8. Dates of  meetings 2018 

 

Committee meetings:  Tuesday 20 February 

                                     Tuesday  22 May 

                                     Tuesday  21 August 

                                     Tuesday  20 November 

                           All at 7 pm at Grappenhall Library 

 

AGM:  Saturday 1st December  10 am   (Booked) 

 

Minutes prepared by 

Roger Lamming 


